A land area the size of Europe 

	

Tahiti and her islands extend over a nautical surface area of four million square kilometers as vast as Europe. However, dry land only represents 4000 square kilometers (2159 sq. naut. mi.) divided among 118 islands, separated into five archipelagos: the Marquesas to the north, the Society Islands and the Tuamotu in the center, the Australs to the south and the Gambier to the southeast.

High volcanic islands and coralline atolls
Of all the overseas islands of French Polynesia, the majority of the public only knows Tahiti ( Society Archipelago, Windward Islands) and Bora Bora ( Leeward Islands). Even so, these islands remain mythical. Now, each archipelago offers particular sceneries depending on its location (from 5° to 10° south latitude for the Marquesas to the Tropic of Capricorn for the Gambier), if it is made up of high islands of volcanic origin (Society, Marquesas, Australs, 35 islands in all), or if it is a coralline atoll (Tuamotu and Gambier, 83 atolls in all). A high island with Papeete as its capitol, Tahiti is the largest (more than 1000 square kilometers - 386 square miles) and the most populated island with 127,000 inhabitants.

In the heart of the Pacific
This vast expanse is not as much minute as it is lost in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. One just needs to look at a globe to realize this. No other continent lies within 5,700 km. (3,541 mi.) - Australia - and her mother country, France, is located almost at the exact opposite point of the globe at 17,000 km. away (10,563 mi.) Like star dust scattered far from the major economic and political poles, Tahiti and her islands, above all, are characterized by their isolation. A certain number of islands have only a few hundred or perhaps just a few dozen inhabitants and some forty or so remain uninhabited.

This geographic isolation and the natural, preserved environment of the islands prove to be assets which create the tourist attraction defined by exoticism and dreams. Moreover, the development of new technologies ( Internet, satellite television, etc.) contributes more and more in connecting Tahiti and her islands to the rest of the world. The rising level of healthcare, education, transportation and the rate that different items ( automobiles, computer technology, home appliances,…) are being imported make this territory, only isolated in appearance, one of the most modern in the South Pacific.


        

	The formation of the islands and atolls
All of the islands of French Polynesia are of volcanic origin. The entire territory is resting on a plate which is moving from the east towards the northwest at a rate of 11 cm (4.33 in.) per year and sliding under the Eurasian plate. From this plate, located at more than 4000 m. (13,124 ft.) deep, two types of volcanoes were formed: the oldest among them were formed some 40 to 60 million years ago like those of the Tuamotu, and the others resulted from the displacement of a stationary hot point in a southeast/northwest direction, like the still active MacDonald, which is the origin of the Australs.

Once formed, the islands are subjected to different phenomena (erosion and sinking) which transform them into a low island or an atoll. The weight of the island and the coral growths around it determine its final state.




  

	The Polynesian Triangle
The Polynesian Triangle is composed of the Pacific islands which were successively populated by Polynesian navigators: the Marquesas, Hawaii, Easter Island, and New Zealand. These populations share the same linguistic and cultural roots and possess similar traditions, cooking methods and mythology. The Marquesas Archipelago was the first to be populated by Polynesians around the year 3 A.D. The first occupants of the Hawaiian islands (4500 km - 2796 mi. north of Tahiti) were Marquesans who landed there between 500 and 800 years A.D. after navigating by the stars. These same navigators discovered the American continent which marked the end of their exploration of the eastern Pacific. They discovered New Zealand upon their return (around 800 A.D.) which they named "Aotearoa" (the land of long, white snow). Finally, the Marquesans populated Easter Island (Rapa Nui) located 4000 km (2485 mi.) to the southeast of the Marquesas.




 
Concentrated Areas and Interbreeding 

	According to statistics compiled by the ISPF (Institute of Statistics of French Polynesia) after the last census in November of 2002, Tahiti and her islands number 245,405 inhabitants. However, an important phenomenon of concentration can be observed as 75 % of these inhabitants live on the Windward Islands of Tahiti and Moorea, and the urban zone of the capitol Papeete (a band of approximately 40 km long) contains more than 127,600 of these inhabitants.

The population has experienced remarkable growth, estimated at +11.8% since the last census took place in 1996. This evolution can be attributed to not only a natural demographic growth but also to the positive migration of retired French civil servants. 
Multiethnic, the population of Tahiti and her islands is made up of Polynesians (83%, of which approximately 20% are of mixed race), Europeans ( 12%, mostly from France) and the Chinese ( 5%, a community whose establishment dates back to the end of the 19th century). 

The influences of religion and westernization
In this society, religion holds an important place. The majority of believers are Protestants (approximately 45%), followed by Catholics (34%) then, to a lesser extent, come the Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists and the Church of the Latter Day Saints. The church directs various children's organizations and plays a dominant role in social and political life. Moreover, the demographic analysis emphasizes a shift towards "westernization" (longer life expectancy, decrease in the number of children per family) which the change in their habits tends to confirm, through a rise in the power of the consumer society.

In the same way, if a large part of the Polynesians still converse among themselves in Reo Ma'ohi, at the same time that French is used officially, its current practice has a tendency to be lost among the youngest inhabitants.

www.ispf.pf


	Who are they? Where did they come from? Where are they going? 

Who are the Polynesians and how did they arrive on Tahiti and her islands and become French citizens before their colonization? Three key periods can be identified: Polynesia before "contact" with foreign navigators, the era of colonization and the confrontation with modernization at the time of the installation of the CEP (Center for Experimentation in the Pacific), responsible for proceeding with French nuclear tests in the early 1960's.

In large outrigger canoes
The theory generally accepted today attributes Southeast Asia as the origin of vast migrations of Polynesian populations three to four thousand years ago which brought about the peopling of the Pacific Ocean. Using double-outrigger canoes of wood and braided fiber and equipped with sails, these first fearless navigators, thanks to their knowledge of the wind, the currents and the stars, traveled towards the east, colonizing the central archipelagos (Cook, Tahiti and her islands,…) between 500 B.C. and 500 A.D. 

Great expeditions ending around 1000 A.D. gave birth to the Polynesian triangle bordered to the north by Hawaii, to the east by Easter Island, to the west by Tahiti and her islands and to the southwest by New Zealand. Different languages spoken in these islands and their derivations of the Ma'ohi language proves the common origin of their inhabitants.

The arrival of the Europeans and colonization
In the sixteenth century, Magellen, then later Mendana, reached the archipelagos
of the Tuamotu and the Marquesas. However, it is the Englishman Samuel Wallis who remains renowned for the European discovery of Tahiti in 1767. The following year, the Frenchman Antoine de Bougainville baptized the island "the new Cythera". One year later, the Englishman James Cook landed on Tahiti and took possession of the Society Islands.

Tahiti and her islands were then divided into several realms and kingdoms and the separated Polynesian people began giving praise to different gods.

Little by little, the Protestant and Catholic missionaries began evangelizing the islands when around 1797, with the help of the Europeans, one of the chiefs proclaimed his supremacy and created the "Pomare Dynasty".

In the nineteenth century, Tahiti and her islands were the scene of a French-British rivalry which was at the same time, religious, commercial and strategic. In 1842, the French protectorate of Tahiti and Moorea was finally signed with Queen Pomare IV, then came the annexation in 1880 which was accepted by the last king of Tahiti, King Pomare V. 

Nevertheless, the settling of the Europeans in these formerly isolated islands did not occur without a clash (French-Tahitian conflict of 1844-1846) nor prejudice: a rise in alcoholism, the cultural adaptation generated by the Puritanism of the missionaries which forbade the practice of the traditional arts such as dancing and tattooing, the devastation provoked by the introduction of infectious diseases. At the time of Cook, the population of Tahiti was around 70,000 inhabitants. After the protectorate, there were no more than 8,500.

During the first and second world wars (Tahiti rallied with the unoccupied territory of France), numerous islanders left to support the French troops. 

In 1958, the EFO (French Establishment in Oceania) became French Polynesia.

Propelled into modernization
The 1960's were a major turning point for Tahiti and her islands. They suddenly found themselves propelled into the modern age with the opening of the runway at the International Airport of Tahiti-Faa'a in 1960 and the establishment of the CEP (Center for Experimentation in the Pacific) in 1963. During this year, approximately 5000 soldiers, legionnaires, and technicians landed on Tahiti. In 1966, the first atomic explosion took place on Moruroa (Tuamotu Archipelago) and the new infrastructures of the autonomous Port of Papeete, the only international port of Tahiti and her islands, were put into place.

This decade, marked by the early stages of the Tahitian tourism industry (the opening of the first Club Med on Moorea in 1962) and the creation of the CPS ( social security and Medicare administration), profoundly transformed the economic and social make-up of Tahiti with: an influx of inhabitants from the outlying islands to Tahiti, a rise in the number of local enterprises and the service industry, an increase in the cost of living, the discovery of and the problems associated with a consumer society unknown up until then.
www.tahiti.com


	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chronology
  From 3000 to 4000 B.C. The first waves of people from Southwest Asia to the South Pacific.

  Third to sixth century: First settlements of men in the Marquesas Archipelago.

  From 850 - 1000 A.D.: Originating in the Marquesas Archipelago, the colonization of the Leeward Islands, Hawaii, The Cook Islands, Easter Island and New Zealand.

  1521: Magellan discovers part of the Tuamotus Archipelago.

  1595: Alvaro de Mendena discovers The Marquesas Archipelago.

  1767: Arrival of Wallis on Tahiti.

  1768: Arrival of Bougainville on Tahiti and baptizes her "The New Cythera". He takes possession of the Society Islands.

  1769: First voyage by Cook to Tahiti.

  1773: Second voyage by Cook to Tahiti.

  1774: Cook returns to Europe with a Tahitian named Pa'i.

  1777: Last voyage by Cook to Polynesia.

  1788-1791: Mutiny on the Bounty

  1793: Beginning of the Pomare Dynasty

  1797: Arrival of the first missionaries of the London Missionary Society.

  1797: Creation of the Pomare Dynasty

  1815: The Polynesians chiefs lose the battle of Fei Pi. Pomare II converts to Christianism.

  1819: Pomare II creates the "Pomare code".

  1836: The English Protestants obtain the expulsion of the French missionaries.

  1841: Dupetit Thouars proclaims the French Protectorate on Tahiti and the initiative is ratified by Great Britain.

  1844-1847: French-Tahitian war.

  1847: Pomare IV accepts the French Protectorate.

	 

	
	
	

	 


	Developing her own resources 

After the definite termination of nuclear testing in 1996, French Polynesia found it necessary to modify the profile of her economy which had become dependent on financial transactions from France which in turn caused the disappearance of traditional activities such as copra and coffee production, among others. Through the "redeployment fund", France compensates for the financial losses provoked by the departure of the CEP ( Center for Experimentation in the Pacific) by injecting 18 billion French Pacific francs per year into the local economy.
Worried about conserving a gross domestic product per inhabitant among the most elevated in the South Pacific ( nearly 2 million French Pacific francs in 2001, a standard of living comparable to Greece, Portugal or South Korea), the territory undertook (through "contracts of development", accords reached between France and the territory) to develop its own resources in the three most important economic sectors of tourism, pearl farming and fishing. This process of development makes it all the more necessary that the economy remains largely dependent on imports (135.5 billion XPF - French Pacific francs - in 2001, against 18.7 billion XPF in imports).

www.presidence.pf
Tourism, pearl farming and fishing:
the three pillars of the economy
As a mythical destination, Tahiti and her islands wagered on the development of a young, yet promising, tourism (born in the 60's - 70's, 189,030 visitors in 2002). Nevertheless, it has already become the first source of revenue of the territory (40.3 billion XPF in 200? against 44.2 billion in 2001), ahead of cultured pearl farming (15 billion XPF in exports in 2001, three fourths going to Japan). 

The third most prominent wealth on which the local authorities naturally wagered is fishing; the traditional activity of Polynesians but which up until now remained small or, at most, semi-industrial. Also, a vast deep-sea fishing development program (including the organization of a fleet of tuna boats) has been created in order to increase production and, in particular, to export (1.1 billion in 2002).

Nevertheless, for the first time in 2001, Tahiti and her islands sold more than a billion XPF worth of agricultural products (essentially nono - morinda citrifolia, vanilla, cut flowers, and monoi - coconut oil), a resource almost equivalent to that earned by fish products.

Even though Polynesia has prevailed in raising her gross domestic product since 1996, supported by the financial transactions from France (130 billion XPF in 2001), since 2001, her economy has nevertheless registered a slowdown due to a difficult international situation for the first two significant activities (tourism and pearl farming).

www.ispf.pf 
www.polynesie-francaise.gouv.fr


	 
	 
	 

	 
	Persistence of the Pacific franc
Established in 1949, the Pacific franc continues to be the currency of the Polynesian territory, despite the arrival of the euro in 2002 (1 euro = 119.33 XPF), France reserves the right to set the equality of the local currency, delivered to the banks by the IEOM (Overseas Emission Institute).
In 2001, the local banking industry was introduced to a restructuring movement in which a new deal was reached. Three protagonists share the market: The Bank of Polynesia (General Society Group), The Bank of Tahiti (Savings Bank Group), and the Socredo Bank (French territory and agency of development).
Polynesians save (the amount of reserves was valued at 230 billion XPF in 2001), but also place themselves in debt, the rates of credit given by the local banks remain notably higher than in France (base banking rate of 8.1%). 


	 

	
	
	

	
	The tax system
The overall pressure of taxation is more moderate than in France and investments are encouraged in the point of view of a necessary economic development.

Income tax, for the time being, remains non-existent. On the other hand, taxes on businesses (from 35% to 45% according to the net value of their fixed assets and their personnel expenses) as well as taxes on transactions for non-salaried employees (annual licenses) are liable. 

Regarding indirect taxes, they essentially concern imports (customs and entry taxes of 30%, but variable according to the product and its origin), as well as goods and services with a TVA tax (6%, 10% and 16% in 2003), whose introduction is rather recent (1998).
Moreover, diverse tax incentive plans aiming at developing investments have been deployed: the investment code (tax exemptions and financial aid), "the Flosse Law", intended for local investors ( a tax deduction of 50% to 75% of the amount of the project according to the areas), in particular in the hotel industry and real estate, and "the Paul Law". This last law is destined, following the example of the old "Pons Law", for French taxpayers who see themselves ???? granted advantages: tax deduction on businesses of 100% of the amount of the investment for the companies and 50% for the physical persons subjected to the tax on revenue.

Regarding the future "Girardin Law", in particular, it should integrate new tax exemptions favoring housing, via reinforced tax credit rates.


	

	
	 
	

	
	Pearls: Several thousand jobs at stake
The cultured pearl of Tahiti, produced by black-lipped mother-of-pearl using a special grafting technique developed by the Japanese, began being exploited in the 1970's. In demand for its quality (criteria of size, shape, shade and radiance, etc.), between 1990 and 2000, she registered a spectacular progression (+800%) becoming the principal Polynesian export (14.2 billion XPF in 2001). Several hundred pearl farms, located mainly in the Tuamotus, are registered and some 7,000 people earn their living from black pearls. Unfortunately, at the same time during the same decade, the pearl lost two-thirds of its value. This product devaluation, which is disturbing to local professionals, brought forth a "rescue plan": the creation of the position of "Minister of Cultured Pearl Farming" directed by the President of the government, Gaston Flosse in person, the regulation of the exploitation and commercialization (some 200 jewelry stores are concerned) following the strictest criteria, and a freeze on the creation of new pearl farms announced by the "emperor of the black pearl", Robert Wan, who holds 50% of the market.
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	Towards an artistic revival
For more than two 200 years, Tahiti and her islands have inspired painters and writers from afar, fascinated by nature and a different way of life. Moreover, after decades under the influence of Gauguin and Loti, local artists are finally beginning to fully express themselves and bring new blood into pictorial and literary production.

The "Gauguin Phenomena"
Hodges, Giraud, Le Moine, Matisse, Boullaire…: numerous talented artists painted or sketched Tahiti and her islands, however, none of them influenced pictorial production as much as Paul Gauguin( arriving on Tahiti in 1891). The 100th anniversary of his death was celebrated in May of 2003 by numerous expositions and conferences on Tahiti and in the Marquesas. From his stay in the Marquesas Islands and then Atuona, "Koke" left (emerging from his many entanglements with the administration and the police) twenty or so paintings. 
Adulated by some for the richness of his colors and new breath in his style in a Europe still under the influence of impressionism, criticized by others for his paedophiliac or racial deviations (he was the author of several anti-Chinese pamphlets on Tahiti), the master of the "House of pleasure" never ceased to create controversy. His influence was such that it anesthetized later generations of artists installed in Polynesia and obliged them to forget about Gauguin and paint differently. Today, Tahiti and her islands, in particular Moorea, are home to several renowned artists: Ravello (recently deceased), Deloffre, Dubois, Gotz, Joannis and many others. 

An abundant literature
From Pierre Loti ("the Marriage of Loti") to Romain Gary ("The Guilty Head"), passing through Victor Segalen ("The Age-old Ones"), Herman Melville("Omoo"), Robert Louis Stevenson ("Treasure Island"), Charles Nordhoff and James Norman Hall (The Mutiny on the Bounty"), Somerset Maugham ("The Bewitched"), or still Simenon ("Banana Tourists"), so many words were written! The literary heritage evoking Tahiti and her islands is abundant and varied. In this vast production, largely dominated by an "exotic" vision of the islands until the twentieth century, no or very few Polynesian authors (the poet Henri Hiro) have been distinguished, the local culture being traditionally oral. Nevertheless, in the image of the painter, a new generation of writers is emerging (Chantal Spitz, Jimmy Ly, Jean-Marc Pambrun)who, through their desire to express themselves, are participating in an awakening of the local literature.

www.culture.gov.pf


	 
	 
	 

	 
	2003: The Marquesas Islands in the news
The Marquesas occupy a prominent place in the cultural and artistic background of Tahiti and her islands. These thirteen high islands, which cover more than 1000 sq. km. (386 sq. mi.) and whose savage nature never ceases to fascinate visitors, enjoy an original heritage: multiple archaeological sites, a specific habitat, talented tattoo artists and sculptors, "tapa work" (breadfruit tree bark), etc. The Marquesas are equally famous for being the site of the tombs of Gauguin and the singer Jaques Brel (deceased in 1978), who lived many of his final years in Atuona.
Two important events made cultural news in the Marquesas in 2003: the inauguration, in May, (on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the death of the painter) of the new Paul Gauguin Cultural Center on Hiva Oa (expositions of some 75 copies of his artwork) and the opening (in December) of the Festival of Arts, dedicated to the traditional know-hows (sculpture, dance, tattoo art, etc.) with the theme being "the crown", symbol of hospitality.

www.tahiti-tourisme.pf/even_gauguin.html
www.membres.lycos.fr/kaohnui/
www.multimania.com/kaohanui

	 

	
	
	

	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Marlon Brando on Tahiti
After a five-month stopover on Tahiti, the ship "The Bounty" fell into the hands of the mutineers on April 28, 1789, led by Fletcher Christian who was outraged by the tyranny of Captain Bligh. Certain mutineers chose to hide on Tahiti, while others chose to seek exile on Pitcairn Island. There are at least three different versions of the famous film "Mutiny on the Bounty": 1935 (with Clark Gable), 1960 (with Marlon Brando), and 1984 (with Mel Gibson). The 1960 version was a prominent event for Tahiti; many local inhabitants were employed for the filming. Marlon Brando fell in love with the islands and acquired the atoll of Tetiaroa where he had several bungalows constructed for tourists.
Tahiti and her islands have been the location or theme of various other films: "Tabou" (1920's), "Hurricane" (1979), "Love Affair" (1994), "South Pacific" (2000), or even "The Prince of the Pacific"(2000). 


	 

	
	
	

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Architecture and design: the local style
If modern architecture and the colonial style (large porches, railing, etc.) are naturally developed on Tahiti and her islands, the architecture conserves its originality in "fares" (local houses), expression of a typical vegetal design. In this way, the ancestors constructed very open houses on the exterior whose vegetal walls were erected on stilts and the framework covered with pandanus or ni'au (braided coconut leaves). As the vegetal walls are disappearing nowadays, the roofs made out of pandanus and the use of wood in framework continue. as much in individual home as in the hotel industry , worried about exploiting this architectural exoticism. 

The wood, ( mahogany, yaka, tamanu, lychee, coconut, teak, etc.) is nevertheless largely present in the interior decorationas well as anumber of other natural materials: bamboo, mother-of-pearl, seashells, "kere" (coconut tree bark), stones, etc. Today, a young generation of creators is attempting more and more to combine the Polynesian spirit and contemporary trends. 

www.airtahitimagazine.com

	 

	
	
	

	 


	The fish sets the tune-a
Fish, in all its various prepared forms (grilled, boiled, raw) and in all species (tuna, bonito, dorado , parrot…), is of course the staple of Polynesian cuisine even if the consumption of meat is equally appreciated, thanks to the quality of this imported good from New Zealand. The star attraction however remains undeniably "Tahitian raw fish salad", marinated in lemon juice, coconut milk and local freshwater shrimp, alongside Chinese cuisine, which is also very popular.

Yet, Tahitian cuisine is a 'natural cuisine' made of fresh products and with exotic flavors. Dishes are flavored with vanilla or enriched with tropical fruits such as papayas, mangos, guavas, pineapples, coconuts, etc.

Family reunions and parties are perfect occasions for a large "ma'a Tahiti" (Tahitian meal) where the specialties (suckling pigs, fish, breadfruits…) are wrapped in banana leaves, placed on red-hot stones and steamed in a ground oven in the earth.



	 
	 
	 

	 
	Raw fish salad with coconut milk
Polynesian cuisine is above all a natural cuisine where products from the sea are often blended with vegetables and fresh fruit with which the local nature abounds. Among the various obvious specialties, raw fish salad (generally made with tuna) with coconut milk is the most typical of all of the Tahitian recipes. Easily prepared, it will bring a little Polynesian sunshine into your dishes! 

First, dice up the fish (2.2 lbs. of tuna) and soak the pieces in salt water for 30 minutes. Next, slice some vegetables ( tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots, sweet peppers, onions) and set them aside in a large salad bowl. Then drain the saltwater and allow the fish to marinate in the juice of 10 lemons for 5 to 10 minutes. Then, once the fish has marinated, pour out the lemon juice and mix the sliced vegetables with the marinated fish. Finally, add the coconut milk (one pint), season with salt, pepper, vinegar and Tabasco sauce and serve chilled…with an ice-cold Hinano beer, of course!

	 

	
	
	

	 


	FROM DREAM TO REALITY
Born in the 1960's, tourism in Tahiti has recorded a steady growth ( 227,600 tourists in 2001 against 88,959 in 1980 and 132,361 in 1990) despite periods of stagnation (189,000 tourists in 2002) due to local or international events (resumption of nuclear testing in 1995, terrorist attacks in the USA in September of 2001, the war in Iraq…) However, average tourist attendance remains around 220,000 visitors per year and the number of nights stayed in hotels in 2002 surpassed two million for the first time ever. The total lodging capacity (around 4500 rooms) was increased by modern hotel chains which took advantage of tax exemptions, more and more professional family pensions and cruise ships which offer visitors the alternative of discovering the islands by sea.

The main source of revenue
According to the official 2002 tourism statistics, Europe lead the contributing markets (40% of tourists), followed by North America (35.4%) , Japan (12.5%), the Pacific countries (7.8%) and lastly, South America (2%). The average stay lasted 24 days for French tourists and 14 days for all the others. 
The main source of revenue for the territory (40.3 billion French Pacific francs in 2002), tourism is an important means of indirect employment and plays a catalytic role in the local economy notably by generating large-scale investments ( as well as hotel projects) such as the realization of a vocational hotel school on Tahiti provided with significant funding and the undertaking of a complex tourism project on Moorea complete with a golf course.
Strong in natural assets (landscapes, climate, warm welcomes) as well as structural assets (quality infrastructures), Tahiti and her islands nevertheless see their development hindered by certain constraints: strong seasonal surges and lulls of visitors, their dependence on certain contributing markets, the high standard of living. Therefore, tourism authorities have begun a campaign to promote, in addition to whale watching expeditions around Tahiti and her islands, other segments of the market (hiking, spas, culture) which have not been fully exploited up until now.

www.tourisme.gov.pf
A top-of-the-line offer in development
Geographically isolated and therefore far-removed from the major contributing markets, Tahiti and her islands, with their high standard of living, naturally oriented themselves towards top-of-the-line tourism. This tendency is comforted by the establishment of major hotel chains and the political willpower which is determined to target the well-to-do clientele.
Thus, the hotel lodging capacity of approximately 3000 rooms is essentially a monopoly lead by the three, four and five-star hotels of which many, in the islands, can be found on private motus (islets). Several international hotel chains, which for the most part favor 
accommodations using overwater bungalows ( a must when visiting Polynesia), are represented: Aman Resorts ( based in Singapore), Beachcomber Inter-Continental Resort (3 units), The Meridien (two units, Japanese group Nomura), Orient Express ( a hotel, based in London) Sheraton (three units, American group Starwood) Sofitel (five units, French group Accor). One can equally distinguish two locally capitalized chains in full development: the Pearl Beach Resorts ( 8 establishments) and the Maitai Hotels (two hotels, one on Bora Bora and one on Fakarava). 

Although already consistent, this high-standard will not continue its development any less with the arrival in 2004 of new jewels like the Radisson Plazza Tahiti (Carlson Group) and the Four Seasons Hotel of Bora Bora (expected in 2006).

Located on Bora Bora and Moorea, Club Mediterranean decided to temporarily reopen its establishment on Moorea in 2003 (after closing in January of 2002) as a bed and breakfast while awaiting the completion of renovation at the end of which they will reinstate the former club formula.

Furthermore, the smaller hotels and family pensions make up some 1200 units in over 250 establishments. Warm welcomes, keen efforts of professionalism and structural organization (the federation Haere Mai) and a new upgraded classification of "tiare" according to the quality standards in use, make this mode of accommodation much sought after and promising. 

www.amanresorts.com
www.tahiti.interconti.com
www.lemeridien-tahiti.com
www.orient-express.com
www.sheratonsintahiti.com
www.accorhotels.com
www.pearlhotels.com
www.hotelmaitai.com
www.haere-mai.pf
Cruise lines: New Service Providers
Also positioned in the deluxe-class category, the cruise lines in Polynesian waters attract a significant amount of tourists (23.6 % of the visitors in 2001). After a difficult 2002 (termination of the activities of Renaissance Cruises in 2001, terrorist attacks in the U.S. in September), 2003 is the year of the revival of "floating tourism" with the inauguration of the Tahitian Princess (684 passengers, P & O Group). The four-mast sailing ship Wind Star (148 passengers) has taken the relay of her predecessor the Wind Song in the Society Islands while since March 2003 service to the Marquesas saw the Aranui 2 give up her place to the Aranui 3 (84 cabins).

Otherwise, in a more personal range of cruises, the Tahiti Aggressor must be mentioned (18 passengers, special diving cruises to the Tuomotus ) and 2 new ships (37 cabins each) of the local company Bora Bora Cruises, the Tu Moana and the Tia Moana in addition to the Haumana (with 19 cabins) operating one week cruises in the Leeward Islands for an elite clientele. 

These new arrivals have added to the regular rotations of the M/S Paul Gauguin ship (160 cabins, managed by Radisson Seven Seas Cruises) based in Papeete for 5 years now and offering week-long cruises in the Society Islands. 

In 2003, several theme cruises with the Marquesas as their destination have been organized in homage of Paul Gauguin and Jacques Brel.

www.princess.com 
www.windstarcruises.com 
www.aranui.com
www.boraboracruises.com
www.rssc.com
www.aggressor.com/tah_home.html
Air Tahiti Nui takes flight
International airline service to Tahiti and her islands arrives principally from the United States, France, New Zealand and Japan and these four airlines serve 85% of the visitors. 

In 2003, seven airline companies provide service to Tahiti and her islands: Air Caledonia International (Aircalin), Air France, Air New Zealand, Air Tahiti Nui, Hawaiian Airlines, Lan Chile and Qantas. Taking full advantage of the termination of service by Air Lib in 2002 and Corsair in March of 2003, the local airline, Air Tahiti Nui (operational since the end of 1998 and whose major shareholder is the local Tahitian government) set out to expand its network by reinforcing its presence by flying new Airbuses between its favorite cities: Paris and Los Angeles (5 flights per week), as well as Sydney, Australia, Tokyo and Osaka, Japan, and Auckland, New Zealand. 

www.aircalin.nc
www.airfrance.com/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.airfrance.fr" \t "_blank" .fr
www.airnewzealand.com
www.flyatn.com
www.hawaiianair.com
www.lanchile.com
www.qantas.com 



	 
	 
	 

	 
	A new airport in the Australes
Domestic traffic (more than 800,000 passengers per year) remains the exclusive right of Air Tahiti (10% shareholder of Air Tahiti Nui) which provides air service to over 40 islands in the archipelagos. Air Moorea, the subsidiary of Air Tahiti, limits itself to providing service to approximately 200,000 passengers per year with Tahiti's sister island. 

In 2003, Air Tahiti expanded its service area by adding flights to Raivavae in the Australes where a new airport has recently been constructed. 

www.airtahiti.pf

	 

	
	
	

	
	Tourism in blue and green
Turquoise lagoons, crystal clear waters, heavenly atolls… Tourists around the globe relentlessly dream about this mythical destination, Tahiti and her islands. By far, the number one reason visitors come here is to "go seaside" especially since aquatic activities are numerous: scuba diving (see "sports"), wind surfing, boat charters in the islands, surfing, deep-sea fishing, water skiing, etc.

This attraction and the reputation of Polynesian lagoons often deny the superb, vegetation-clad mountains of the high islands like Tahiti, the Marquesas, the Society and the Austral Archipelagos, their omnipresence. 

Waterfalls, pools, rivers and native species can be found tucked away in the mountains and valleys, accessible by foot or in 4 x 4 vehicles. Former generations often elected to remain in their homes and only descended from the mountains to the coast to put their outrigger canoes in the water, to fish or to go to war… Also, the mountains are where the numerous "maraes" were constructed (ancient open-air platform sanctuaries built of stone). 

Little developed until now, eco-tourism is being organized with path markers, providers specializing in hiking excursions, guide associations, etc. Avid visitors eager for discovery and adventure in the heart of the Polynesian wilderness have a wide range of activities at their disposal: hiking, 4 x 4 and canyon excursions, etc.

	

	
	
	

	
	40,000 honeymooners
A very popular destination for honeymooners (40,000 tourists in 2001), Tahiti and her islands attract many couples in search of romance. On a regular basis, tourism authorities receive information requests concerning the possibility of a Tahitian wedding. 

A Tahitian wedding can easily be organized without any particular formalities. Following the example of several larger hotel chains (Beachcomber, Meridien, Sofitel, Sheraton), the Tiki Village on Moorea offers this service as one of its specialties. Inspired by traditional wedding ceremonies, the couple arrives in a pirogue (outrigger canoe) dressed in local costumes, they exchange flower crowns and receive a blessing from the priest as traditional Tahitian songs fill the air.

www.tikivillage.pf

	

	
	
	

	
	The development of spas
Although the lagoons of Tahiti and her islands can be seen as true, natural spas, in order to respond to requests by the well-to-do clientele, hotel establishments are integrating spas more and more in their infrastructures which offer balneotherapy, hydrotherapy, massages, banana leaf wraps, baths perfumed with native flowers, etc. The first Polynesian spa saw daylight in 1996 with the initiative of Helene Sillinger, on location at the Moorea Beachcomber Intercontinental Hotel. Since then, other hotel chains such as Sheraton (spa directed by Mandara Spas on Tahiti, Moorea and Bora Bora) and the Taha'a Pearl Beach Resort (open in January 2003) have followed her lead and joined the market. The spas at the Beachcomber Hotels on Tahiti and on Bora Bora should be opened by the end of 2003. 
Future developers in this market: family pensions are also interested and are looking closely at their role model, the family pension Baie de Nuarei on Moorea which opened its center in May of 2003. 

www.labaiedenuarei.pf
www.spa-tahiti.com
www.mandaraspa.com/location/southpacific/index.htm
www.pearlresorts.com
www.lemeridien-borabora.com 


	

	
	
	

	 


	2004 Calendar of Events
The most famous of all cultural festivals is undoubtedly the "Heiva i Tahiti", a big traditional celebration that starts on June 29 at the same time as the Autonomy Celebrations. It runs for a month and includes the National Holiday of 14 July. Events over this period are sumptuous and are characterized by heated contests between the best artistic groups with singing, dancing and their costumes, not to mention the sports contest of canoe racing, javelin throwing, copra preparation, stone lifting and weaving etc…
The heart of the people is also to be found in the "Crafts Heiva" that runs concurrently with these events with exhibitions and demonstrations of all forms of craftwork from the five island groups together.
The rest of the year is studded with various cultural events organized by the very dynamic crafts, horticultural and cultural clubs. Sports play a growing role with unsurpassed international fame in surfing and canoe racing in particular.


JANUARY

KAINA TOUR
(3 January)
A big party day out by "truck" around the island of Tahiti, with stops for swimming, relaxing and
discovering different tourist attractions along the way. Upon arrival at Tautira, a Tahitian meal will be awaiting the happy travelers plus a specially prepared cultural show.The King and Queen of the Kaina Tour will also be elected from amongst the group.

CHINESE NEW YEAR
(22 January - 06 February)
The French Polynesian Chinese community celebrates the New Year on the date given by Chinese horoscope for the year. The program of festivities begins with the official opening ceremony at the Papeete Town Hall and is followed by a grand ball during which the public watch the various shows prepared for the occasion. A cultural day is also organized where you discover all the magic of Chinese folk culture (song and dance, martial and culinary arts). To wind it all up there is a lantern march through the city streets.

FEBRUARY
THE HERITAGE DAYS
Open days for all the organizations relying on the Ministry of Culture (Academy, Museums, Cultural House, …

FAMILY PENSIONS FAIR
(05 - 07 February)
On To'ata Square, Papeete, Tahiti

TAHITI NUI HALF-IRONMAN
(07 February)
Sport tornament on Moorea Island (2km swinguer, 99 km cycling and 21 km running)

TAHITI NUI SUNRISE MARATHON
(14 February)
Experts consider this marathon which is held in the island of Moorea as one of the finest in the world, with over 635 entrants from many nationalities. First Aid, refreshment and sponge stations located every 2 and 5 kilometers, and Tahitian music will be provided along the route and at the finish line. One week-long entertainment - arts and crafts, cultural activities, traditional sports- will enable the runners to relax and enjoy the magnificient setting.
Internet: www.tahitimarathon.com
www.sjs.com
TAHITI PEARL REGATTA
(17 - 22 February)
International regatta in the Leeward Islands. Departing point: Raiatea.
www.tahitipearlregatta.org.pf
TAHITIAN INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH TOURNAMENT
(29 February - 06 March)
This competition is no mere fishing trip. It is actually a real challenge of man versus the swordfish and other denizens of the deep sea. Fishing is based on IGFA rules, which helps to protect deep-sea marine life. The victors of this competition will be rewarded with great trophies and bonus cash prizes.
E-mail: raiateacarenage@mail.pf and ariicreation@mail.pf

MARCH

THE COMING OF THE GOSPEL
(05 March)
A commemorative celebration of the arrival in Tahiti of the first Protestant missionaries. This year marks the 207th anniversary of the coming of the Gospel.

MAY
THE "ME" CEREMONY
This is the Evangelical Church's charity event where fundraising is done in each parish throughout the whole of French Polynesia. The money raised not only finances the running of Evangelical Church but is also given as aid to the disadvantaged. At the end of the ceremony a huge meal is prepared by the church members themselves as a thank- you for everyone's generosity.

2004 TAHITI BODY BOARDING COMPETITION
(01 - 15 May)
On Tahiti (Teahupoo).

BILLABONG PRO
(01 - 20 May)
An international competition amongst the world's best surfers at Teahupoo, Tahiti

COMMEMORATION OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE BOUNTY
(06 - 08 May)
On Tubuai, in the Austral Islands

RAID AVENTURE EXOTIQUE
(29 May)
Individual and team races on Moorea. Three trials: kayak (3 km), mountainbike (20 km) and running (5 km)

JUNE

GOLF OPEN INTERNATIONAL
(01 - 07 June)
At Atimaono on the Olivier Bréaud golf course in Mataiea,Tahiti

TAHITI NUI CUP
(07 - 13 June)
The Leeward Islands Regatta is interspersed with cultural events and recreation time for the contestants n Raiatea, Huahine, Tahaa and Bora Bora

THE CRAFTS HEIVA
(June / July)
A big crafts exhibition based around the theme of Polynesian legends that brings together all the artists from the four corners of French Polynesia. These men and women of amazing manual dexterity display their works of art for your viewing and tasting pleasure. And in doing so they stimulate future generations to take an active interest in developing these skills. A fine cultural mix revealing both the identity of the whole nation and their pride in it.

OCEANIA BEACH VOLLEY
(05 - 09 June)
On Tahiti (Arue).

THE "HORUE" SURF CHAMPIONSHIPS
(21 - 27 June)
On Tahiti.

THE KNEEBOARD WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
(28 June - 12 July)
On Tahiti (Papara).

HIVA VA'EVA'E, AUTONOMY CELEBRATIONS
(29 June)
Exceptional day for French Polynesia commemorating her 20th year of Autonomy.

JULY
HEIVA NUI 2004
The largest gathering of choral and dance groups in Tahiti and Her Islands takes place on To'ata Square in Papeete.

SEPTEMBER

RAID PAINAPO, MOOREA
(25 September)
30 km race in the mountains through Opunohu's valley. Three-people-teams.

OCTOBER

THE TAHITI CARNIVAL
Joyful annual event, in the streets of Papeete (floats parade, shows, election of the King and Queen, party…)

TAAPUNA PRO/ AM SECOND EDITION
(From September 27th to October 2nd)
Surf contest in Tahiti (Punaauia).

HAWAIKI NUI VA'A
(20 - 22 October) In the Leeward Islands. 
Va'a (canoe racing) is the classic traditional sport. Over 100 canoes will link the islands of Huahine, Raiatea and Bora Bora. Arrival scheduled at Matira Point.

AITOMAN AND HALF-AITOMAN TRIATHLON
(23 October)
On Raiatea.
tahititri@mail.pf 
www.tahititriathlon.pf
NOVEMBER
TAHITI PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL
(03-10 November)
Exhibition of photos, portraits, paintings and others artistic objects on several subjects and places (the Town Hall of Papeete, the To'ata place, the Ministry of Culture…)

DECEMBER

END-OF-YEAR FESTIVITIES
At To'ata Square, Papeete/Tahiti.

CHRISTMAS AND ST SYLVESTER CELEBRATIONS
Throughout Tahiti and Her Islands.


www.tahiti-tourisme.pf



	Key figures
- Population : 245 405 inhabitants, among which 75 % are in Tahiti and Moorea 
(census 2002), 11,8 % increase (since 96)
- GNP : 446 billion Fcfp (2001)
- GNP per capita : 1,91 million de Fcfp
- Total of importations (civil) : 135,5 milliards de Fcfp 
- Total of exportations (local products) : 18,7 billion Fcfp (among which 14,2 billion Fcfp 
generated by pearl farming)
- Real rate of margin : 13,8 %
- Amount of the Territorial debt : 58 billion Fcfp (2001)
- Number of tourists : 189 000 Fcfp (2002). 
- Importance of tourism (2001) : around 10 % of the GNP and 70 % of the Territorial base 
resources (off-transfers from the State). 18,2 billion Fcfp 
dedicated to hotel business (that's to say 41 % of the total 
expenses)
- Gross minimum wage : 106 000 Fcfp (2002)
- Number of wage-earners : around 60 000 (declared) 
- Unemployment rate: around 14 %
- Territorial functioning budget (2002) : 94,3 billion Fcfp
- Territorial investment budget : 29,9 billion Fcfp (2002)
- Participation of the State in the budget : 17,4 billion Fcfp (2002)
(Sources : ISPF (Institut de la Statistique de Polynésie Française), GIE Tahiti Tourisme, Magazine Polynésie ECO, Autonomous Port of Papeete, Guide de l'Investisseur) 
www.ispf.pf
www.portoftahiti.com
Practical information
- Distances : Tahiti is located 17 000 km from France, 5 700 km from Australia, 6 200 km from California and 8 800 km from Japan. 
- Time difference : - 10 hours GMT (- 12 hours in summer or 11 hours in winter in comparison with Paris, - 2 hours in comparison with the USA- Pacific coast).
- Climate : tropical warm and wet. Average temperature : 27 °.
- Official languages : French and Tahitian.
- Currency : Pacific Franc (or FCFP).
1 Euro = 119,33 FCFP (regular equivalence)/1000 Fcfp = 8,38 euros.



